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In the Kharaputta Jataka1 we have the story of Senaka, king of Benares
who, having saved the life of a Naga king from the onslaughts of village
urchins, secured from him a mystic charm by which he could understand the
speech of all living beings. Its disclosure to anyone else involved the death
of the king. By the power of this charm the king hears the confidential
talks of ants and flies and laughs in the presence of the queen. She insists
on learning the spell in spite of the king's explaining the situation. The king
agrees to impart the charm in the garden where he would end himself by
entering fire according to his promise to the Naga. On the way Sakka shows
himself as a goat cohabiting with a she-goat. The king's steeds rebuke the
goat for his idiotic and shameless act quite in the open. The goat calls the
steeds and the king both great fools. The king seeks for advice from the
goat and as a result gives a thorough thrashing to the queen. She gives
up her insistence and asks for forgiveness.

A variant of this story is found in a story of the Arabian Nights.5* Here
the talk between the merchant's bull and the ass excites his laughter and his
wife insists on knowing the secret charm. And it is by a talk between the
dog and the cock which manages fifty hens that the merchant takes the lesson
and dissuades his wife from her insistence, with the hdp of a whip.

BENFEY in the Orient und Occident, Vol. II, pp, 133471 discusses the
general question of the history of man's belief in the possibility of understand-
ing bird's and other animal's speech and later cites examples from the folk-
lore literature of some peoples.

The Hindi version that is presented in the following pages for the first
time, bears a close resemblance to the story found in the Jitaka* The secret
charm is given in both the P&li and Hindi stories by a serpent, the Naga,
and in both the ant excites the laughter of the king. While in the Pali version
the scene is laid in Benares, in the Hindi version Benares figures as the sacred
place where the king desires to leave his body finally. In both it is the goat
which teaches a lesson to the king.

1* F&VSB&U, :The jmaka, Vol. HI, pp. 275-281, Eng. rendering in FfcANas and
Ntao/s trana, Vol. Ill, pp. 174-177* PSH text also available in Dines ANDERSEN'S
JW Jtaufor, Pt I, pp* 52-55.

2. Tale of the Bull and the Ass in the Book of a thousand Nights and a Night
(BURTON'S trans. Vol. I, pp. 16-23).